Nursing the preterm surgical neonate.
The preterm neonate's response to surgery manifests in all body systems. Necrotising Enterocolitis (NEC) is an acute gastro-intestinal emergency requiring surgical intervention. Severe NEC may require the removal of infarcted bowel. Examining the response to surgery in the preterm neonate with NEC offers nurses a rationale for their post-operative care. Both physiological and psychological responses need to be understood in the light of family centred care.